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Candidates demand recount

USG presidential
hopefuls say
elections were
‘run poorly’

Undergraduate
Student
Government
presidential
candidate Dave
Loftus, left,
bowls with his
opponents,
vice presidential
candidate
Vincent Hardy
and presidential
candidate
Chiquita Watts,
Thursday
afternoon at the
Student Center.
Watts and Loftus
tied with 473
votes each in
elections held
Tuesday and
Wednesday. A
run-off election
will occur next
week.

Allison Petty
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Chiquita Watts and Dave Loftus
waited in the Undergraduate Student
Government office for two hours to
learn the results of student elections
Wednesday night.
Less than 24 hours later, the USG
presidential candidates found themselves there again after the results
showed a tie of 473 votes each.
“Both parties are tired and
exhausted from their endless efforts,”
said Steven Turner, vice presidential
candidate for Loftus, who added that
the election and other commitments
had kept him awake for the past 72
hours.
Watts and Loftus, along with running mates Vincent Hardy and Turner,
showed up at 4:30 p.m. Thursday for
what they thought would be a handcount of the 946 USG ballots. But
Election Commissioner John Teresi
was not there.
The commissioner’s absence
added to a list of frustrations shared
by many of the candidates in USG
and student trustee elections.
Teresi said he received a written request for a recount, but never
agreed to a time and did not know
why the candidates believed he would
be present.
He said he received five or fewer
written grievances from candidates
who said the elections were poorly

J AMES D UBRIN
D AILY E GYPTIAN

run and poll workers were incompetent.
“Hindsight is 20/20 on everything,” Teresi said. “We obviously
needed to take an extra step to train
(the poll workers), so that’s the fault
on our end.”
Loftus, a sophomore from
Princeton studying political science,
said he caught the same poll worker
sleeping on two separate occasions.

“Common sense says it helped
our opponents,” Loftus said. “I do
feel cheated.”
Some doubt also exists as to
whether the election followed USG
constitutional rules.
According to the constitution, only enrolled undergraduates
are allowed to serve on the election commission. But this year, three
of the commission’s members are

graduate students.
Teresi said he received the
appointments from Graduate
and Professional Student Council
President Steven Middleton and had
no reason to question their constitutionality. He added that the council
has always included graduate students in the past.
USG Vice President Candace
Fletcher submitted an amendment

to the constitution Wednesday night
to extend the qualifications and allow
all enrolled students to serve on the
council. But the measure could not
pass because vice presidents are not
allowed to submit amendments and
amendments must appear before the
senate one meeting before they come
to a vote.
See RECOUNT, Page 5

Ten-year plan calls for $75 million in repairs
Maintenance plans include roof, power plant projects
Luke McCormick
DAILY EGYPTIAN

SIU has placed a large order for
repairs, and the bill is ringing up to
$75 million.
A 10-year spending plan to
address deferred maintenance
across the campus is moving forward after its approval at the April
10 meeting of the SIU Board of
Trustees. The $75 million will go
toward the most pressing matters
of what officials estimate to be
a $300 million to $500 million
deferred maintenance deficit on the
campus.
According to the board’s Web
site, the plan’s funding will come
from a $25 million bond sale and
the facilities maintenance fee.
SIU spokesman Dave Gross said
none of the bonds have been bought
or sold yet and the university is three
years away from issuing them.
The facilities maintenance fee,

Campus

SIUC vanity plates fund
scholarships.
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which is currently $144 per semester, is set to increase 33 percent in
the next year to $192 per semester.
The next eight years of the plan
have a proposed 3 percent increase
each year, according to the plan.
The fee was first enacted in
April 2007. At the time, Physical
Plant Director Phil Gatton said the
money would first have to go toward
paying increased utility bills.
The plan is also scheduled to
fund several projects in 2009, including work on campus roofs, steam
tunnels, the SIUC Power Plant and
other building upgrades.
The board must approve individual large-scale projects if their costs
are projected to surpass $250,000,
Gross said.
Gatton has said one of the first
projects under this new plan will
be new roofs for Faner Hall and
the Agriculture Building. Problems
have existed with both roofs for
some time, he said.

The leaking water had gotten
so bad in the south side of the
Agriculture Building that bags were
attached to the ceiling to collect the
water. Connected to the bottom of
the bags were tubes to funnel the
excess water into garbage cans.
Several other projects in the plan
are not set to start for several years.
In 2011, $1.25 million is scheduled
to go toward lighting at Shryock
Auditorium.
Matt Shackleton, assistant director of Shryock, said the money
would go toward a new dimmer
system for the auditorium.
“The system was installed in 1969
and was supposed to have a lifespan
of 10 to 15 years,” Shackleton said.
Shackleton said the auditorium
rents equipment when they have
acts that need lighting they can’t
facilitate.
Scott Pike, former superintendent for building maintenance, estimated in May 2007 the deferred
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maintenance deficit had increased
by $25 million during a one-year
period.
But Gross said he does not expect
the deferred maintenance deficit to
grow faster than what is accounted
for in the plan.
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Discussion explores why
lovers cheat.
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Picturesque waterfalls line
southern Illinois park.
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“Once you fix a roof, that’s done.
It should last for another 25 years,”
Gross said.
Luke McCormick can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 254 or
lmccorm2@siu.edu.

Sports

Men’s basketball signs
state champ recruit.
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CALENDAR

NIU buildings briefly evacuated following bomb
threat

Goodwill Clothing
Drive

• Today
• Drop off at the Delta Zeta House, or contact Meg at mquinn@siu.edu

Last day for GA United
Election Nominations

• Deadline is today
• Nominations must be submitted via
E-mail to smcgrath@siu.edu
• More information can be found at
http://www.gaunited.org

Diversity Picnic

• 1-4 p.m. Saturday at Campus Lake at
bucky Dome
• A picnic for people to come and realize
our own diversity on campus

Spring Out 2008

• 11a.m.-5p.m. Saturday outside of Shryock
Auditorium
• Free food, music and live entertainment

March of Dimes/Vanity
25th Anniversary
Fashion Show
• 7:06 p.m. Saturday at the Student Center
Ballrooms

The calendar is a free service for
community groups. We cannot
guarantee that all items will run.

D E K A LB (AP) — Northern Illinois University evacuated two buildings due to a bomb
threat Thursday, but reopened them within about two hours after determining the threat
was not credible, school officials said.
Classes were held as normal during the incident and no classrooms were affected by
the closures, the university said.
On Feb. 14, a gunman killed five students and himself in an NIU lecture hall.
The threat that caused the evacuation was found about 2 p.m. written on a piece of
paper in a stairwell in the Health Services building and indicated a bomb would go off at
a specific time Thursday afternoon in that building, said university spokeswoman Melanie
Magara.
Because of the threat’s specificity, campus safety protocols called for evacuating the
building and an adjacent Telecommunications Building, she said.
Two sweeps with a canine unit found nothing, and the threat was declared not credible, Magara said. The approximately 75 people who work in the evacuated areas were
allowed back inside within about two hours.
Neither building holds classrooms. Health Services is where students can go for routine
medical care.
Magara said the university had a responsibility to thoroughly check out a threat of such
a specific nature.
“But we also have this responsibility to get things back to normal and reassure people
and get the word out that it’s all clear and everything’s fine,” she said. “That’s on any campus
_ particularly this one.”
Justin Weaver, managing editor of the NIU student newspaper, the Northern Star, said
students weren’t certain how to react.
“I don’t know if anyone here was ready for this, after the 14th,” he said, referring to the
Feb. 14 attack on the campus about 60 miles west of Chicago. “And we just had a vigil last
night for Virginia Tech.
“Nobody needs this right now. Nobody wants this.”
The threat comes in the same week in which several Midwestern schools have closed
because of threatening graffiti. Wednesday was the one-year anniversary of the shooting at
Virginia Tech in which a gunman killed 32 people, then himself.

Law banning secret compartments in cars
thrown out

Submit calendar items to the
D AILY E GYPTIAN newsroom,
Communications 1247, at least
two days before event, or call
(618) 536-3311, ext. 266.

CORRECTIONS
If you spot an error, please contact
the DAILY EGYPTIAN accuracy desk at
536-3311, ext. 253.

POLICE REPORTS
Trevor Troutman, an 18-year-old SIUC student from Normal, was issued tickets for
the possession of drug paraphernalia and
cannabis at 11:10 p.m. Tuesday in Schneider
Hall.
A PSP Playstation, Madden game cartridge,
a memory stick, iPod Nano and headphones
are missing from Pierce Hall after a burglary
sometime between 11 a.m. Friday and 8
p.m. Sunday. Police have no suspects and
said there was no forcible entry.

S P R I N GFIELD (AP) — The Illinois Supreme Court declared Thursday that a state law
banning secret compartments in cars is unconstitutional.
A unanimous court said the 1999 law meant to discourage gang members from hiding
guns from police was too broad and penalized innocent conduct.
Justices ruled on two cases in which police stopped cars with empty air bag compartments. During one, in Cook County in 2004, police found a BB gun. The other, a 2006 stop in
Grundy County, turned up a large amount of money.
“The statute potentially criminalizes innocent conduct,” Justice Lloyd Karmeier wrote
in his opinion for the court. “The contents of the compartment do not have to be illegal for
a conviction to result. In these consolidated cases, there was in fact nothing illegal found
within the compartments.”
Chicago police pushed the law in 1999 because they said gang members were installing hidden compartments for as little as $1,000. Some could hold dozens of guns gangbangers could grab quickly, they said.
The law at the time allowed police to seize a car if guns, drugs or other contraband was
found in a secret compartment. But the legislation’s Senate sponsor, Lisa Madigan, who is
now attorney general, argued the law should be tougher to protect police.
Madigan’s attorney general’s office defended the law before the court. Spokeswoman
Robyn Ziegler said Madigan is reviewing the opinion and considering her next step. Ziegler
would not say whether Madigan would seek new legislation to restore the law.
A spokesman for the Illinois State Police was not aware of the ruling and had no immediate comment.
Madigan’s office had argued that the presence of a secret compartment indicates the
desire to hide something illegal.
The court scoffed at the notion.
“Just as citizens are not required to display their worldly possessions to the general
public, neither are they required to exhibit them for the plain view of law enforcement,”
Karmeier wrote.
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High Low
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High Low
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White introduces SIUC vanity license plate
Lawmakers may be
asked to increase
license plate fee

by Gov. Rod Blagojevich to
find funding options for state
construction projects. The $20
increase would allow the state
government to pay for the projects,
which are valued at $25 billion.
“[The increase] is not
unreasonable considering what
Barton Lorimor
people would be getting in return,”
DAILY EGYPTIAN
Gross said.
Illinois drivers who purchase a
The list of projects includes
new SIUC vanity license plate may SIUC’s proposed Transportation
do more for the university than Education Facility for the
provide bumper advertising.
university’s automotive and
Money earned from the new aviation programs, and the final
vanity license plates, introduced $21.8 million needed for the
on campus Thursday
renovation
of
Morris Library.
by Illinois Secretary
of State Jesse White,
When it was
partially contribute, to
introduced to the
’m only a
scholarship programs
Illinois House of
messenger,
at the university, White
Representatives,
said.
and I will place a the list was known
The plates, which
as the Capital
disclaimer in my Construction
cost $212 to purchase
Plan.
and $118 to renew
office that says I But the House
rejected the plan
each year, are an
didn’t do it.
improvement
from
because it meant
— Jesse White the state would
previous SIUC plates
secretary of state
because buyers can
have to expand
gambling to pay
personalize what it
says.
for the projects.
The university’s vanity plate
After the capital plan was
has a maroon banner across the rejected, Blagojevich asked Poshard
top that carries the state’s name and Hastert to recommend another
and a silhouette of the Pulliam way the state could pay for the
projects other than gambling and
Hall tower on the left side.
Rich Piccioli, deputy director increasing taxes.
of the state vehicle department,
White said the license plate
said he did not know if a possible fees were increased in 1999 to pay
increase to the state’s fee for for a similar list of construction
license plates would be reflected projects. Though he denied sharing
on the cost of the vanity design his opinion on the idea, White
for SIUC.
said he would follow the direction
Such a fee increase is one of of the state legislature.
the suggestions to be made by
“I’m only a messenger, and I
SIU President Glenn Poshard will place a disclaimer in my office
and former U.S. House Speaker that says I didn’t do it,” he said.
Dennis Hastert, directors of the
Illinois Works Coalition, said SIU
Barton Lorimor can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 274 or
spokesman Dave Gross.
barton.lorimor@siude.com.
The coalition was formed

‘‘
I

Secretary of
State Jesse
White, left,
and Jesse
Wilson,
a vehicle
services
mobile
technician
from
Springfield,
demonstrate
how
motorists can
search online
for vanity
plates. White
announced
today that
motorists
can order
Southern
Illinois
University
Carbondale
vanity and
personalized
collegiate
license plates.
S TEPHEN R ICKERL
D AILY E GYPTIAN

4

WORLD & NATION

Friday, April 18, 2008

News

Pope meets with victims of clergy sex abuse

WIRE REPORTS

T  

Polygamist sect
hearing descends
into farce; hundreds
of lawyers raise
objections

L AURENCE KERSTERSON ~ M C C LATCHY TRIBUNE

Excited fans cheer as Pope Benedict XVI enters Nationals Park in his Popemobile in Washington Thursday morning.

Victor L. Simpson
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA S H I N GTO N — Pope
Benedict XVI, after urging bishops,
priests and parishioners to heal the
wounds caused by the clergy sex
abuse scandal, talked and prayed
privately with survivors Thursday
in what was believed to be a firstever meeting between a pontiff and
abuse victims.
The Rev. Federico Lombardi, a
papal spokesman, said that Benedict
and Boston Cardinal Sean O’Malley
met with a group of five or six victims for about 25 minutes in the
chapel of the papal embassy, offering
them encouragement and hope.
Lombardi said the pope told the

survivors he would pray for them,
their families and all victims of clergy sex abuse. Each of the victims
spent a few minutes with Benedict
privately. Some were in tears during
the meeting, Lombardi said.
Benedict has spoken repeatedly
about the abuse crisis during his first
trip to the United States as pope.
He called the crisis a cause of
“deep shame,” pledged to keep
pedophiles out of the priesthood
and decried the “enormous pain”
that communities have suffered
from such “gravely immoral behavior” by priest.
He told the nation’s bishops that
the crisis was “sometimes very badly
handled,” and said they must reach
out with love and compassion to

victims. At an open air Mass on
Thursday at Nationals Park, he also
urged Catholic parishioners to do
what they can to reach out to victims.
Thousands of priests have been
accused of molesting minors in the
U.S. since 1950 and the church
has paid out more than $2 billion,
much of it in just the last six years,
when the case of a serial molester
in Boston gained national attention
and prompted many victims to step
forward.
Then-Boston
Archbishop
Bernard Law was forced to step
down when it became apparent that
he had allowed accused priests to be
shuffled from parish-to-parish.
Gary Bergeron, an outspoken

survivor of clergy sex abuse from
Boston who was not in Thursday’s
session, failed in his attempt to meet
with Pope John Paul II, Benedict’s
predecessor, when he spent a week
at the Vatican a few years ago.
He called Thursday’s meeting
“a long-sought-for step in the right
direction.”
“The Catholic Church is partly
based on symbolism, and I think the
symbolism had he not met with survivors would have been horrendous,”
the 45-year-old Bergeron said.
In the meeting, O’Malley presented Benedict with a notebook
listing the names victims of sexual
abuse from the Boston Archdiocese.
There were more than 1,000
names.

Nearly one in five troops has mental problems after war
Pauline Jelinek
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA S H I N G T O N
—
Roughly one in every five U.S.
troops who have survived the
bombs and other dangers of Iraq
and Afghanistan now suffers from
major depression or post-traumatic
stress, an independent study said
Thursday. It estimated the toll at
300,000 or more.
As many or more report possible
brain injuries from explosions or
other head wounds, said the study,
the first major survey from outside
the government.
Only about half of those with
mental health problems have sought
treatment. Even fewer of those with
head injuries have seen doctors.
Army Surgeon General Eric
Schoomaker said the report, from
the Rand Corp., was welcome.
“They’re helping us to raise the
visibility and the attention that’s
needed by the American public at
large,” said Schoomaker, a lieutenant
general. “They are making this a
national debate.”
The researchers said 18.5
percent of current and former
service members contacted in a
recent survey reported symptoms of
depression or post-traumatic stress.
Based on Pentagon data that more
than 1.6 million have deployed
to the two wars, the researchers
calculated that about 300,000 are
suffering mental health problems.
Nineteen percent — or an
estimated 320,000 — may have

suffered head injuries, the study
calculated. Those range from mild
concussions to severe, penetrating
head wounds.
“There is a major health crisis
facing those men and women who
have served our nation in Iraq and
Afghanistan,” said Terri Tanielian,
the project’s co-leader and a
researcher at Rand. “Unless they
receive appropriate and effective
care for these mental health
conditions, there will be long-term
consequences for them and for the
nation.”
The study, the first large-scale,
private assessment of its kind,
includes a survey of 1,965 service
members across the country, from
all branches of the armed forces and
including those still in the military
as well veterans who have completed
their service. The Iraq war has been
notable for the repeat tours required
of many troops, sometimes for
longer than a year at a time.
The results of the study appear
consistent with mental health
reports from within the government,
though the Defense Department
has not released the number of
people it has diagnosed or who are
being treated for mental problems.
The Department of Veterans
Affairs said this month that its
records show about 120,000 who
served in the two wars and are no
longer in the military have been
diagnosed with mental health
problems. Of those, about 60,000
are suffering from post-traumatic
stress, and depression runs a close

second.
Veterans Affairs is responsible
for care of service members after
they have leave the military. The
Defense Department covers active
duty and reservist needs.
The lack of numbers from the
Pentagon was one motivation for
the Rand study, Tanielian said in an
interview.
The most prominent and
detailed Pentagon study on the
military’s mental health that is
released regularly to the public is
the Army’s survey of soldiers, taken
annually at the battle zones since
2003.
The most recent one, last fall,
found 18.2 percent of Army soldiers
suffered mental health problems
such as depression, anxiety or acute
stress in 2007, compared with 20.5
percent the previous year.
Other studies have variously
estimated that 10 percent to 20
percent of troops had symptoms of
mental health problems.
Col. Loree Sutton, who heads
a new Pentagon center on brain
injury, said the Rand study will
add to the work defense officials
are doing. That includes researching
best practices used inside the
military and out, improving and
expanding training and prevention
programs, adding mental health
staff and trying to change a military
culture in which many troops are
afraid or embarrassed to get mental
health treatment.
“We’ve got to get the word
out that seeking help is a sign of

Mental health
problems with troops
• About 7 percent of those polled
report both a probable brain injury
and current post-traumatic stress or
major depression.
• Rates of post-traumatic stress and
major depression were highest
among women and reservists.
• About 53 percent of service
members with post-traumatic stress
or depression sought help over the
past year.
• 43 percent reported being evaluated by a physician for their head
injuries at some time.
• Reasons for not getting help:
worried about the side eﬀects of
medication, believed family and
friends could help with the problem
or feared seeking care might damage their careers.

strength,” Sutton said.
She said officials have been
working to add thousands more
mental health professionals to
help the uniformed psychiatrists,
psychologists and others struggling
to meet the wartime demands of
troops and their families. Across
the services, officials are trying to
hire over 1,000 additional staff.
Also, companies providing health
care by contract to the Pentagon
have added over 3,000 in the past
year, and the U.S. Public Health
Service has provided some 200, she
said. Veterans Affairs has added
some 3,800 professionals in the past
couple of years, officials there said.

SAN ANGELO, Texas (AP) — A court
hearing to decide the fate of the 416 children swept up in a raid on a West Texas
polygamist sect descended into farce
Thursday, with hundreds of lawyers in two
packed buildings shouting objections and
the judge struggling to maintain order.
The case — clearly one of the biggest,
most convoluted child-custody hearings in
U.S. history — presented an extraordinary
spectacle: big-city lawyers in suits and mothers in 19th-century, pioneer-style dresses, all
packed into a courtroom and a nearby auditorium connected by video.
At issue was an attempt by the state of
Texas to strip the parents of custody and
place the children in foster homes because
of evidence they were being physically and
sexually abused by the Fundamentalist
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, a
renegade Mormon splinter group suspected of forcing underage girls into marriage
with older men.
As many feared, the proceedings turned
into something of a circus — and a painfully
slow one.
By midafternoon only two witnesses
had testified, and both only to lay the foundation for documents to be admitted. One
witness, a state trooper, was cross-examined
by dozens of attorneys, each of them asking
the same question on behalf of a child or
parent.

W        

Bush, British prime
ministerpush tough
approach on Iran, urge
increased pressure
WA S H I N G TO N (AP) — President
Bush and British Prime Minister Gordon
Brown tried to dispel doubts about their
relationship Thursday, showcasing personal bonhomie as well as common ground
on a range of vexing issues, from the war
in Iraq and a showdown with Iran to global
trade and crises in Sudan and Zimbabwe.
Brown, particularly, appeared to make
an effort to move beyond the leaders’ frosty
first meeting in July.
The British prime minister, then only a
month in office as successor to top Bush ally
Tony Blair, was given a coveted invite to the
U.S. presidential retreat at Camp David. But
he displayed stiff formality that led some to
question whether he would work as closely
as Blair — or much at all — with Bush.
That didn’t seem in question in the Rose
Garden after Thursday’s nearly 90-minute
Oval Office session between the two.
On Iran, Brown offered staunch support
for his host’s tough stance on the need to
rein in Tehran’s disputed nuclear program.
Brown said “I make no apology” for
seeking to persuade European leaders to
extend European sanctions against Iran, to
include investments and liquefied natural
gas. “Iran is in breach of a nonproliferation
treaty,” he said. “Iran has not told the truth
to the international community about what
its plans are.”

I

Suicide bomber strikes
funeral of anti-al-Qaida
tribesmen, killing 50
BAGHDAD (AP) — A suicide bomber
struck the funeral of two Sunni tribesmen
who joined forces against al-Qaida in Iraq,
killing at least 50 people Thursday and
reinforcing fears that insurgents are hitting
back after American-led crackdowns.
The sudden spike in bloodshed this
week adds to the other worries now piling
up in Iraq: violent rivalries among Shiites
and persistent cracks in the Iraqi security
forces.
Violence across the country has declined
since seven months ago, including dramatic
suicide bombings like Thursday’s funeral
attack. American officials credit the change
to the U.S. troop buildup and the rise of
Sunni tribal groups known as Awakening
Councils that have turned against al-Qaidalinked militants. A truce called last year by
anti-U.S. Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr has
also helped.
But the new bloodshed highlights how
fragile those gains are.
Thursday’s attack happened in the town
of Albu Mohammad, about 90 miles north
of Baghdad. A suicide bomber dressed in
traditional Arab robes passed unsearched
by guards into a tent of mourners. The occasion was a funeral for two brothers who
belonged to the local Awakening Council
and who were killed in an attack a day
earlier.
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Student Election Results
1

Green Referendum

Yes … 996 (72.8%)
USG President and student
No … 372 (27.2%)
trustee elect Demetrous White
Total … 1,368
said he did not think the election
council was unconstitutional, but
Student Trustee
Loftus said he thought the presDemetrous White … 497 (39.57%)
ence of graduate students violated
Dylan Burns … 424 (33.76%)
the rules. Loftus said he should
Josh Garrison … 335 (26.67%)
have raised his concerns earlier.
Total … 1,256
Student trustee election results
were less controversial.
USG President/Vice President
White, a senior from Chicago
Chiquita Watts
studying psychology, said he was
& Vincent Hardy … 473 (50%)
excited and relaxed after winning
student trustee by a margin of more
Dave Loftus
than 50 votes. He said he would be
& Steven Turner … 473 (50%)
happy to work with the losing canTotal … 946
didates, Josh Garrison and Dylan
Burns, in the future.
But he said his personal relationship with Burns was destroyed run poorly, the council was thrown
because of the elections, dur- together and the entire process
ing which Burns publicly accused was against the constitution. But
White of favoritism toward Alpha Garrison said he believed he lost
Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. in USG because of his campaign, not any
funding matters.
inadequacy in the process.
“I think this is a testament to
“Is he a friend of mine? No,”
White said. “It doesn’t win to play why student government elections
dirty.”
need to be moved online,” Garrison
said.
Burns, a junior from
Springfield studying
Teresi must organize
a run-off elechistory, said he was not
s he a friend
as disappointed about
tion between the
of mine? No.
Watts/Hardy and
losing the election as
tickLoftus/Turner
he was about a senate
It doesn’t win to
ets within a week,
meeting Wednesday
play dirty.
according to the
night at which col— Demetrous White USG constitution.
leagues attacked him
student trustee elect,
for the allegations
He said he and the
USG president
against White.
election commission
“I wanted someone
would recount the
to have my back. I wanted someone ballots before proceeding.
Watts and Loftus said they were
to say, ‘You know what, I think
what Dylan did was right,’” Burns gearing up for the next campaign.
said. “You can’t reform the system Watts, a junior from Chicago studyif nobody wants to do it other than ing finance, said she had a message
for students.
me.”
“Now you see that every vote
Garrison, a second year law
student from Carlinville, said he counts,” she said.
thought neither of the candidates
Allison Petty can be reached at
had clean hands, but he was not
536-3311 ext. 259 or
surprised at his loss.
allison.petty@siude.com.
He said the elections had been
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Former Bolingbrook
cop suffers two
setbacks in court
Don Babwin
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

C H I CAG O (AP) — Former
Bolingbrook Police Sgt. Drew
Peterson suffered two losses in
separate courtrooms Thursday, one
involving guns seized from his home
and the other the estate of a previous wife.
In one hearing, Will County
Judge Richard Schoenstedt refused
to order guns seized from Peterson’s
home to be handed over to his son. In
another, Will County Judge Carmen
Goodman reopened the estate of
Peterson’s ex-wife, Kathleen Savio.
Peterson’s attorney, Joel Brodsky,
characterized the decision on Savio’s
estate as a minor “bump” and said he
expected the ruling on the 11 guns to
be taken care of in a couple of weeks
with a motion to transfer ownership
and not just possession of the weapons to Stephen Peterson.
Drew Peterson has been named
a suspect in last October’s disappearance of his fourth wife, Stacy, with
authorities saying they believe she is
dead. Peterson has not been named
a suspect in Savio’s 2004 death. But
her body was exhumed after Stacy
Peterson disappeared, and a subsequent autopsy has determined that
her death, originally ruled an accident, was, in fact, a homicide.
Goodman not only reopened
Savio’s estate, she replaced Peterson’s

uncle, James P. Carroll, as executor
and named Savio’s father, Henry, and
her sister, Anna Doman, as executors
instead.
Brodsky said the judge also appointed a guardian ad litem to make sure
that the new executors are acting in the
interests of Savio’s two children.
Brodsky acknowledged that the
ruling clears the way for Savio’s family to file a wrongful death lawsuit
against Peterson.
According to the Chicago
Tribune’s Web site, John Q. Kelly,
one of the attorneys for the Savio
family, said he expected such a lawsuit to be filed in a few weeks. A call
to Kelly for comment was not immediately returned Thursday.
“Drew said this is just another nuisance created by the Savios,”
Brodsky said. The Savio family has
repeatedly voiced their suspicions
about Peterson’s possible involvement
in her death. Her body was found
in her home in an empty bathtub.
Those suspicions were first voiced
by Savio’s sister, who told a coroner’s
inquest that Savio feared Peterson
and even told family members that,
“if she would die, it may look like an
accident, but it wasn’t.”
In the other hearing, Schoenstedt
declined to order guns seized from
Peterson’s home by state police investigating Stacy Peterson’s disappearance to be handed over to Peterson’s
adult son.
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Sorority to relocate
from Greek Row
Legal clinics will
move to Kaplan
Hall in summer
Madeleine Leroux
DAILY EGYPTIAN

A sorority is being asked to relocate from Greek Row after not
being able to maintain the minimum number of residents needed.
Kaplan Hall, home to the Sigma
Sigma Sigma sorority and one of six
buildings still being used for residential purposes on Greek Row, is
set to be converted from a residence
hall to administrative offices for the
School of Law after the group failed
to keep its numbers up.
Julie Payne-Kirchmeier, director of University Housing, said the
sorority is required by its housing
contract to have at least 20 residents
in Kaplan Hall. Kirchmeier said in
spring 2007 there were 13 students
living in the house, but University
Housing agreed to work with the
sorority and allow them to stay with
15 residents. Part of the agreement
was that the sorority would get that
number up to 20 during recruitment.
There were only 14 students
in the house in August 2007, but
the university let it slide since fall
recruitment was around the corner,
Kirchmeier said. A check done in
November found the sorority was
still below the minimum number,
with only 16 residents, she said.

5

At that point, the costs of run“The house is really not up to
ning Kaplan Hall were falling onto code,” Coronado said. “The girls
the students of other university resi- can’t live there.”
dence halls, Kirchmeier said.
Kirchmeier said University
“They were taking on the Housing is still waiting to hear from
responsibility of having a certain the sorority on where they would
number of people living (in Kaplan like to be relocated. Until then, no
Hall) and they didn’t achieve it,” plans would be made, she said.
Alicia Ruiz, director of comshe said.
Kirchmeier said housing spoke munication and outreach for the
with the sorority’s adviser and School of Law, said several of the
members of the Sigma
law school’s legal
clinics would begin
Sigma Sigma national
headquarters in January
moving into Kaplan
Hall this summer
to come up with a
he house is
after performing
housing solution. The
really not up
minor renovations.
final decision was to
relocate to another area
to code. The girls Ruiz said the law
of University Housing,
school and legal clincan’t live there.
ics especially have
Kirchmeier said.
— Jeanette Coronado needed more space
Jeanette Coronado,
junior studying education
a junior from Oak
for several years.
Forest studying educaConstruction will
tion, is a member of Sigma Sigma begin during the summer and be
Sigma sorority. Coronado said the funded from the School of Law
group now has 17 members living budget, Ruiz said. Some clinics have
in the residence hall, which still also applied for grants to provide
breaks the contract with University additional funding for the renovaHousing.
tions and move to Kaplan Hall,
She said the sorority members Ruiz said.
don’t know where they will be movThe clinics moving to Kaplan
ing, only that they must be out by Hall are Legal Services to Older
the end of the semester.
Persons, Public Interest Extern
Coronado said the sorority Clinic, Domestic Violence Clinic,
agreed to relocate because the living Summer Judicial Extern Clinic,
conditions in Greek Row housing Self Help Legal Center, Pro Bono
have been deteriorating and there Family Mediation Program and
are plans to close the housing in the Illinois Agriculture Mediation
2012 because of a fire sprinkler law Program.
that would require all the residential
housing on Greek Row to have new
Madeleine Leroux can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 268 or mleroux@siu.edu.
sprinkler systems installed.
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GEEZ, JULIE

Killing’s humane if it’s a lethal injection?
JULIE ENGLER

julie86@siu.edu

I can’t imagine what was going through
the heads of prisoners on death row when the
Supreme Court ruled to uphold the death penalty Wednesday.
Several states are wasting little time getting
back on track. The same day the ruling was
read, Georgia cleared the way for two murderers; Mississippi and Oklahoma are planning to
do the same.
When I heard of the ruling, I didn’t really
know what to think. In a way, I agree death
by lethal injection is probably one of the most

humane ways for a prisoner to die and probably
one of the least “cruel and unusual” punishments in the world.
But does it make it right, just because the
Supreme Court ruled lethal injection not is
“cruel and unusual”? It’s a tough debate that’s
been in the spotlight for a
long time.
The Supreme Court’s
decision has upheld the idea
that the government has the
right to kill on a case-by-case
basis.
Not all murderers receive
the death penalty, but the concept of killing someone else
because they killed another
— one of the worst possible crimes a human
can commit — isn’t a justifiable punishment.
Looking at it through terms of anger and

revenge, if a person kills another because he
believes it is justified, who’s to say the government isn’t just as guilty for killing him? The
idea of the death penalty, then, is just as cruel as
the beginning act in the first place.
Killing someone because he killed someone else also perpetuates the
idea that killing someone that
wronged you in some way is
justified as long as he is proven
guilty. Plus, the guilty person
escapes a life of living in prison,
without rights and freedom,
which would be a more enduring punishment for a crime that
robbed someone else of a full
life.
That’s not cruel and unusual. It eliminates
the chances that an innocent person will be
executed — a crime the government arguably

The idea of
death penalty
then is just as
cruel as the
beginning act in
the first place.

has committed itself but not faced any punishment for. I don’t see how taking another life
can be justified in one way but inexcusable in
another, regardless of how “humane” an execution is.
Killing isn’t “humane.”
I always wonder how I would feel in the
same situation. If someone took the life of
someone close to me, would I want to do the
same to him or her?
The answer is . . . I don’t know. Revenge,
anger and hatred are only natural. But if I went
through with that and sentenced a person to
death, if it were my decision to kill someone,
would I be any better of a person?
I’d like to see that as the next argument and
I’d like to see it soon.
Engler is a senior studying
French and journalism.

THEIR WORD

FDA should control tobacco
MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE

It’s an irony of modern life that consumers can get more information on
products that keep them alive than on
products that are proven killers.
Food shoppers can make choices
based on vitamin and fiber content
printed on labels of processed foods.
They can avoid sugared-up cereals or
indulgences like cream pies that clog the
arteries with trans fat.
But when it comes to tobacco, buyers
can only guess about dangerous contents.
Some cigarettes emit more carcinogens
and poisons, like cyanide, than others.
Some contain more addictive nicotine or

additives like ammonia.
Consumers — especially risk-taking smokers — deserve to know the full
story about potentially fatal products.
Legislation in Congress would put
labeling of tobacco products where
it belongs, under the authority of the
Food and Drug Administration (just
like Kraft Macaroni & Cheese is now).
The proposal would require larger, more
detailed warnings on cigarette packaging.
The FDA also would gain control of the
ways makers amp up their products.
These are overdue changes for overseeing an industry that peddles products
with devastating health consequences.
The U.S. surgeon general has estimated

MISSION STATEMENT
The DAILY EGYPTIAN, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, is committed to being a trusted source of news, information, commentary
and public discourse, while helping readers understand the issues affecting their lives.

that cigarettes kill 440,000 Americans
each year, cutting short men’s lives by
an average of 13.2 years and women’s by
14.5 years.
After years of trying to rein in the
tobacco industry, Congress should finally
muster the political courage. Bills in
both houses could get floor votes in the
weeks ahead, and more Texans should
join the list of sponsors. Today, they
include Republican Sen. John Cornyn
and Democratic Rep. Eddie Bernice
Johnson.
Those standing on the sidelines
should explain how they can defend the
cruel hoax of “light” cigarettes and the
false implication that these products are

somehow safer. The legislation would
ban such messages, along with the insidious practice of cigarette giveaways.
A surgeon general’s report three years
ago established new health hazards from
smoking, covering every organ of the
body. New diseases included were cataracts, acute myeloid leukemia, abdominal
aortic aneurysm, stomach cancer, pancreatic cancer, cervical cancer, kidney cancer
and periodontitis. It linked hip fractures
and reproductive complications.
Enough said?
This editorial appeared in the Dallas
Morning News Wednesday.
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is the only art in which there’s
“Perfume
never been a true word spoken.
”

Luca Turin
a fragrance expert
on the indescribable power of aroma
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ABOUT US

SIU basketball achievements memorable
DEAR EDITOR:

Good article, misleading title

• Four-peat MVC regular season
championships including the only non-BCS
team to ever receive four straight at-large
bids to the NCAA Tournament from 200102 to 2004-05.
• A 17-1 conference record and No.15
national ranking in the 2003-04 season.
• Sweet Sixteen in 2002 as a No. 11
seed with wins versus Texas Tech and
Georgia. Finished with 28 wins and a No.
22 final national ranking.
• A 72-60 win at home in 2001 versus
that season’s National Champion runner-up
Indiana.
As a result of this success, SIU also
benefited this past season by being
selected as the first team in Illinois and
only the third team outside the six Bowl
Championship Series conferences (joining
Memphis and Gonzaga) to host the ESPN
College Basketball GameDay, resulting in a
48-44 win versus Creighton.
Thanks, SIU, for the great memories.
Go Dawgs!

Now that the streak of six straight
NCAA Tournaments and Missouri Valley
Conference Championships has ended, it is
time to recognize the greatest achievements
from the 2001-02 to 2006-07 seasons:
• Sweet Sixteen in 2007 as a No. 4 seed
with wins versus Holy Cross and Virginia
Tech. Finished with 29 wins, a No.11 final
national ranking, a No. 9 RPI and a No. 3
nationally ranked defense.
• One of only 12 teams to have made
the NCAA Tournament in each of these six
seasons.
• Eighth most wins in the nation with
155 (averaged 25-plus wins per season).
• MVC record for consecutive NCAA
Tournaments at six, matching Cincinnati
from 1958 to 1963.
• Nation’s best home winning
percentage with a 79-3 record (53-1 versus
the MVC).
• MVC record of 42 straight home wins
versus the MVC (36-0 from 2001-2002 to
2004-2005).

Mike Stephenson
Carterville resident

Weight control laws good
DEAR EDITOR:
I have recently seen on the news how
Illinois plans to join eight other states in
restricting or eliminating fatty foods in
schools. This means that this will affect the
school lunches that are served, and it will
remove all vending machines from school
premises.
With the overwhelming quantity of
overweight/obese children in our society,
I truly think that this is a great idea. I
understand the school’s concerns when it
comes to pricing. But is there a price on our
children’s health?
It is said that 14 percent of children
between the ages of 6 and 17 are overweight.

An alarming 11 percent of this age group of
children is considered to be obese. With how
our society eats and exercises nowadays, it’s
no wonder.
If the children of our society were to
consume less fat, consume the appropriate
sized meals and spend more time being
active, they would definitely benefit. By
everyone making simple changes, steps can
be made to fight this rising epidemic.
Society needs to be aware of this
problem and take a stand against it. Parents
as well as schools need to make changes
so that it can promote a better life for the
youth of our country.

Katie Fletcher

sophomore studying early childhood

DEAR EDITOR:
I was very glad to see the
article you published today about
the Center for Autism Spectrum
Disorders that is housed here
at our university. I think it is
very important to inform the
community about the wonderful
mission that they are fulfilling in
our community.
As the mother of a child
with autism who received
services from them, I cannot
express enough times how
wonderful is to have this muchneeded service right here in our
small town.
On the other hand, I did not
like the title that the writer chose
for the article. Autism is not a

chaotic situation that needs to
be stopped or fixed. Autism is a
disorder that affects children and
they do not choose to behave
erratically. Please, let’s not look
at them as if they are group of
misbehaved children who need
to be controlled. Instead, let’s
look at them as children that
need help to learn how to deal
with a chaotic world that they
cannot understand.
Thanks again for publishing
that article, and let’s keep up
the good work. And remember,
autism happens everyday, not
only during the month of April.

Evelyn Barrientos-Perkins

graduate student studying
early childhood education

Kick White out of USG and SIUC
DEAR EDITOR:
The USG has a pattern
of incompetence when it
comes to its handling of
money, first under the Brown
administration and now again
under this one.
Truth is, if White had
pulled this stunt in the real
world with taxpayer money,
he would be under criminal
indictment, facing real jail
time in state or federal prison.
Perhaps we may hear of him
in the news in the future? He
used public money to throw
an expensive barbecue for his
buddies. I read the DE daily
and never did I see an ad
placed by White and his frat
brothers inviting all students
to attend this party.

The university leadership
needs to strip the USG of its
cash management function
and place it in the hands of
an unbiased administrator. In
fact, SIU should disband the
USG all together. They can’t
stop fee and tuition increases
or really affect any change at
the university level, except to
throw parties and rubberstamp
the expenses.
Get rid of USG all
together, and investigate
White for violations of the
Student Conduct Code, and
possible criminal violations.
Kick White out of SIU.
Maybe he can return some of
the party stuff and pay tuition
at another university.

Anthony Hamelin

alumnus 2007

‘Elitist’ is as ‘elitist’ does
Dick Polman
If you want to enjoy a belly
laugh, here are three reliable
suggestions: (1) rent an old Woody
Allen movie, especially “Bananas,”
(2) rent “Borat,” or (3) listen to
Hillary Clinton, of all people,
attack Barack Obama as “elitist.”
This is the same woman who
during the last seven years, as
evidenced by her tax returns with
Bill, has become a millionaire 109
times over; whose husband has
long supported the Colombian
free-trade deal (deemed hurtful
to American workers); who long
defended his signing of NAFTA;
who, during her Senate career,
voted in favor of confiscating
guns during a national emergency
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(one of only 16 senators to
do so; Obama voted against
confiscation); and who, during
the Democratic debates, has
refused to shed any light on why
the Clintons are safeguarding
the identities of the global heavy
hitters who are bankrolling the
Clinton Library.
The Republicans are also
trying to paint Obama as elitist,
but that’s the standard GOP
template (twice used successfully
by George W. Bush, a graduate of
Phillips Academy Andover, Yale
University and Harvard Business
School, son of a former president
and grandson of a former U.S.
senator). It’s particularly amusing
to hear that elitist label being
thrown around by John McCain,
given the fact McCain is married

• Letters and guest columns must be submitted
with author’s contact information, preferably via
e-mail. All letters are limited to 300 words and
columns to 500 words. All topics are acceptable.
All submissions are subject to editing.

to a multimillionaire heiress and
that McCain wants to extend the
Bush tax cuts that help the rich.
But I digress. Hillary was more
fun to watch this weekend, as she
went into blue-collar overdrive,
waxing nostalgic about how as a
youngster she was taught to shoot
a gun; walking into a bar and
drinking from a shot glass; telling
a faith forum how she always feels
“the enveloping support and love
of God” ... I half expect to see her
marching in the Lehigh Valley,
clad in a bowling shirt, with a 12gauge in one hand and the New
Testament in the other.
But that’s politics. If she can
successfully brand as elitist a guy
who was raised by a single mother
far from the comfortable suburban
trappings that she enjoyed as a

child ... well, to the victor go the
spoils.
Obama has to turn this flap to
his advantage, reframe the issue
in a broader context, make the
case for an economic populism
that connects with Pennsylvania’s
working-class voters and force
Hillary to explain why those same
voters, long ignored and taken for
granted, received so little help from
the Bill Clinton administration.
Obama screwed up badly during
that fund-raiser in San Francisco.
But it’s the successful politician
who bounces back from adversity.
... We’ll soon see whether Obama
has the gift that saved Bill Clinton
from Bimbo-gate in 1992.
Polman is a columnist for
the Philadelphia Inquirer.
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Seniors showcase their style
Fashion show
overflows ballroom
Lindsey Smith
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Art walked Thursday night.
The fashion design and merchandising program sent 10
seniors down the runway in front
of an overflowing Ballroom D
crowd at the Student Center. Each
student presented between seven
and eight garments as well as a
piece for the opening act: the Red
Dress Collection.
But the event, which took its
name from the kickoff to spring
fashion shows in New York, served
a deeper purpose than showcasing
the seniors’ final designs.
“It’s to raise awareness for
women’s heart disease, which is
the number one killer of women,”
said Travis Gain, the president of the Fashion Design and
Merchandising Association.
The attempt to get the word
out about heart disease began
long before Thursday night, said
Natarus Ramseur, a junior from
University Park studying fashion
design.
Delta Sigma Theta sorority
sponsors events every February for
the American Heart Association,
Ramseur said. The Red Dress
Show acts as a continuation of
that goal.
Gain said while the event obviously was not as big as the New
York fashion shows, it’s the same
concept — models wearing garments created from scratch.
“It’s not as serious. We try to
have a lot of fun. It’s not big
names, but it’s people that could
be big names,” said Gain, a senior
from Fairfield studying fashion
merchandising.
Every detail of the show was
planned, from the garments to the
lighting to all aspects of modeling: how the designers want their

J ASON J OHNSON ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Designer Maya Collum applies some last minute makeup to her sister Lily Collum before modeling for Maya in the 2008 student
showcase and fashion shows. The show was held in the Student Center ballrooms.
models to walk, how they want
their faces to look and how they’re
going to pose, Gain said.
Jane Pivovarnik, a junior from
Springfield studying fashion
design, said art and thought act
as equal components in the design
process.
“It has to be beautiful and it
has to work. You can’t have one
more than the other,” Pivovarnik
said. “That might be beautiful, but
nobody can walk in it.”
Gain said the hour represented
an event of immense significance

to the students.
“This is bigger than graduation. This is their big event. This
is their years of hard work all in a
single night, in not even 10 minutes,” Gain said.
Pivovarnik said those who say
they don’t care about fashion, or
that fashion doesn’t affect them,
are fooling themselves.
“They say they don’t (care).
But everybody wears clothes. So
in some way, everyone cares about
fashion,” Pivovarnik said. “We
may be kind of rural (in southern

Illinois), but we can be pretty
uptown.”
While the senior runway was
the highlight of the showcase, the
other undergraduate students also
displayed their handiwork. Juniors
stood in front of live models, while
sophomores presented denim jackets. Freshmen and sophomores
displayed their designs on trend
boards and Barbie dolls.
Other departments of the
School of Architecture had items
on display as well. Architecture
students showed their cardboard

tool projects, in which items were
recreated as cardboard structures
five times the size of the real
object.
The show was a step in the
right direction for the department,
said Cathryn Studak, associate
professor of the merchandising
department.
“We’re really starting to integrate out programs, in small steps,
but we’re getting there,” she said.
Lindsey Smith can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 255 or lgsmith@siu.edu.

Panel puts the ‘why’ in cheating
Tim McGovern
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Cheating may cause hearts to
break and tempers to flare, but its
discussion provided laughter and
insight Thursday.
A cheating forum — divided
between four men and four women
— attempted to find a definitive
answer as to what causes men and
women to stray from their partners
while roughly 100 audience members battled for their voices on the
topic to be heard.
Cergio Brown, a senior from
Chicago studying electronic systems
technology, assisted in organizing
the forum with the Phi Alpha Phi
fraternity and the Black Women’s
Task Force.
Brown said relationships and
cheating seemed interesting topics
for discussion.
“It allows people to take their
relationships more seriously,” he
said. “It allows people to think out
of the box … Men are always associated with cheating, but men need
someone to cheat with.”
The panel and audience delved
deep into the issue of cheating,
offering suggestions for the reasons
why members of each sex cheat on
their significant others. Such sensitive issues as men in relationships

speaking to other women and vice
versa were brought up, as well as
the right of people to check one
another’s text messages.
When the women on the panel
and in the audience were asked
whether they have cheated, nearly
all of them raised their hands, producing volleys of laughter.
Melahnie Springfield, a senior
from Fairview Heights studying
English, said she has been cheated
on before, and it is easier for people
to get away with cheating in college.
Springfield said she found out
her boyfriend was cheating on her
when she saw another girl sending
him photographs on Facebook.
“Men are more associated with
cheating and tend to get away
with it. It’s the whole ‘guy code,’”
Springfield said.
The word “commitment” meant
different things to different people
on the panel. While some in the
audience said they literally list on
paper what their mate can and cannot do, others said they respect their
mate’s privacy and refuse to check
text messages or call logs.
Keelia Fowler, a senior from
Jamaica studying speech communication, said women tend to play
the role of victim, though they also
cheat and have a multitude of part-

Jay Dickson,
a graduate
student from
Chicago studying
professional
media studies,
left, and Byron
Blackburn, a
junior from East
St. Louis studying
psychology, react
to a comment
during a panel
discussion on
cheating. The event
was organized by
the Black Women’s
Task Force and
Alpha Phi Alpha
fraternity.
S TEPHEN R ICKERL
D AILY E GYPTIAN

ners. She said both genders need to
treat each other equally and there
needn’t be any animosity between
males and females.
“A relationship is an agreement
between two people,” Fowler said.
“It is about learning and growing.
I wanted to unmask the myth that
women don’t play a role in cheating
— they probably cheat more than
men.”
The issue of sex and its importance in a relationship played a role

in discussion, and the men appeared
to be more supportive of the importance of sex in a relationship than
the women. The panel and audience
remained divided as to whether sex
can be boring if you don’t try other
positions, or other people.
But Fowler had a more traditional view of sex.
“Sex should be avoided until
marriage,” Fowler said. “A man can
still know me without the hindrance of sex. Physical attachment

can come later, but too many people
want the benefits of marriage without waiting for it.”
And although the men and
women couldn’t agree on who exactly were the more frequent cheaters,
they seemed to agree that marriage
was the only true commitment in
a relationship, and that both sexes
were guilty of cheating.
Tim McGovern can be reached at
531-3311 ext. 254 or tmcgov@siu.edu
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Gloria Bode says check out what the Pulse team
has to say on page 12!
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Southern Illinois … naturally
Ferne Clyffe State Park and
Cave-in-Rock State Park

Audra Ord
DAILY EGYPTIAN
Editor’s Note: This is the third in a
four-part series exploring recreational
parks and preserves in the southern
Illinois region.

As you progress down the trail,
what began as a barely audible
burble has increased in volume to a
constant crashing as the water falls
upon the rock.
A few more minutes and the
source of the sound — a 100-foot
tall intermittent waterfall — comes
into view. You stand mesmerized,
watching as the water flows from
the top of the cliff and drops from
ledge to ledge before becoming a
part of the stream below.
This waterfall is a feature on
the Rocky Hollow Trail, a popular hiking trail in Ferne Clyffe

State Park.
Both Ferne Clyffe and Cave-inRock State Park boast unique geological features that draw several
thousand visitors annually.
Ferne Clyffe is a scenic park
that is easily accessible, said Bill
Reynolds, site superintendent at
the park.
The park is situated near
Goreville, 12 miles south of Marion,
five miles off Interstate 57 and two
miles off I-24.
Reynolds said his favorite areas
of the park are the Rocky Hollow
Trail, and the Hawks’ Cave Trail,
which leads to Hawks’ Cave, a 150foot long shelter bluff.
“A lot of young families or
elderly folks still want to be able to
see something really unique and a
lot of these really unique geological
features, like waterfalls and shelter bluffs, are along these trails,”
Reynolds said.

A small cave
catches light
from the
setting sun
Tuesday at
Ferne Clyffe
State Park.
Ferne Clyffe is
known for its
rock formations,
including a
150-foot long
shelter bluff
known as
Hawk’s Cave.
E MILY S UNBLADE
D AILY E GYPTIAN

The park has roughly 22 miles
of equestrian and hiking trails, five
campgrounds and a 16-acre lake.
In addition to camping and hiking,
other recreational activities include
hunting, fishing, picnicking and
rappelling.

“I like to sit on the cliffs; it’s are also opportunities for picnickrelaxing to sit and chill up there, ing, boating, fishing and camping
and it’s really pretty,” said Leah in the park.
Otten, a junior from Frankfort
The trails to the cave are curstudying dental hygiene.
rently closed because of the high
Reynolds said one or two of the water level of the river, but the park
trails are still closed from dam- is still open to visitors, said Mike
age caused by the ice storm ear- Gullett, the site superintendent.
lier this year, though most trails
Gullett said the river will most
as well as the roads and camp- likely return to its normal level in
grounds are open. For updates on two weeks.
trail cleanup, call the park office at
Until the cave trails are open,
995-2411.
visitors can stop by the park lodge
Cave-in-Rock, near Golconda, and restaurant to try the “greatis named for a
est blackberry coblarge cave that has
bler you’ve ever had
in your life,” Gullett
been carved into
like to sit on the
said.
the
sandstone
cliffs; it’s relaxing
bluff along the
For restaurant
Ohio River.
reservations
or to
to sit and chill up
The cave is 55
reserve one of the
there, and it’s really eight rental cottages,
feet wide, 40 feet
tall at the entrance
call the park office at
pretty.
and 350 feet deep.
289-4545.
— Leah Otten
It was discovWith the weather
junior from Frankfort
studying hygiene warming, now is a
ered in 1729 by
a French explorer
great time to visit
and was a hideout for outlaws, either Ferne Clyffe or Cave-inbandits and river pirates until the Rock, Otten said.
mid-1830s, according to the park’s
“There is so much more to
Web site.
southern Illinois than Carbondale,”
“I enjoyed the pirate cave and Otten said. “It’s a real shame for
the sheer cliffs that overlook people to come here to school and
the majestic Ohio River,” said never experience anything outside
Garrick Haywood, a senior from the Strip and Carbondale. There is
Washington, Ill., studying special so much beauty out there.”
education.
Audra Ord can be reached at
Two trails lead hikers to the
536-3311 ext. 275 or at
cave, though other unmarked trails
amarie06@siu.edu.
are open to hikers as well. There

‘‘I
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ABOVE: A mushroom grows on a fallen moss covered log at Ferne
Clyffe State Park. Budding trees and blooming wildflowers are the
result of recent rains at the beginning of the spring season.
LEFT: The sun sets over a ridge near the Big Rocky Hollow Trail
Tuesday. The 0.75-mile Big Rocky Hall Trail leads to a 100-foot
waterfall.
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I THINK WE BOTH
WANT WHAT’S BEST
FOR THE BOY: A man got

into a shouting match with his exgirlfriend at the video store where
she works in Commerce City, Calif.,
as they argued about how to raise
their 4-year-old son. The two belong
to different street gangs, and they
disagreed about which one the boy
should join when he grows up.

RAMON? DID YOU
SAY RAMON? A 53-year-

old man in Fort Pierce, Fla., was
arrested for assaulting his girlfriend
because she called out the name of
her old boyfriend while they were
having sex.

OK, THANK YOU FOR
COMING IN: A candidate
interviewing for a job said he was
fired from his last one because he
beat up his boss.

MORE THAN ONE
WAY TO DRUG A
PATSY: Prostitutes in Mexico City

TELL ME THAT
AGAIN, MA’AM,
YOU’RE WHERE? When

have been slipping knock-out drops in
their clients’ drinks and then stealing
their wallets. One guy, who was aware
of this, wouldn’t let his drink out of his
sight, but he wound up ingesting the
drug anyway, because the hooker surreptitiously applied it to her nipples.

she couldn’t get her key to open
her driver’s side door at a mall in
Newington, N.H., a woman entered her
car through the trunk and then tried
to crawl over the seats but couldn’t fit.
Then the trunk slammed shut and she
was stuck inside. She had to call the police
on her cell phone to get her out.

A NATURAL
MISTAKE, BUT HOW
DO YOU EXPLAIN
THE OUTFIT? A woman

NOT SO FAST, PAL: A

in Hillsboro, Ore., came out of her
shower and into her bedroom to
discover a man hiding in her closet
dressed in a miniskirt, negligee, fishnet stockings and a long brown wig.
At his trial, the man explained that he
had been invited to the apartment
complex by a woman he had just
met to have sex. He said that he was
high on methamphetamines and
inadvertently went into the wrong
apartment.

Ever thought about living next to the giant, white “Hollywood” sign? Well,
with $22 million you can! An investment group has put 138 acres situated above
and to the left of the H for sale. City Councilman Tom LaBonge and residents
are fighting to keep the Hollywood sign backdrop pristine. “That is our Eiffel
Tower,” LaBonge said to The Associated Press. If you bought the space next to
the famous sign, what would you do with it?

Alicia Wade

I would build my own sign, making
the Hollywood sign the punch line for
childish jokes such as “What’s that smell?”
“Hollywood,” or “Where is the next generation of waiters who had higher expectations for their lives?”“Hollywood.”

Audra Ord

man, arrested on a traffic charge in
Long Island, tried to pay his bail with a
counterfeit $50 bill.

To be totally honest (and boring),
I would leave it as-is. I’m not one for
ostentatious houses or anything, so I
wouldn’t build, and I think adding anything to the landscape near the sign
would make it look even more gaudy
than it already does.

TALKING ABOUT?
US? WHY, NOTHING,
OFFICER: Two elderly California

women, charged with taking out $2.8
million in insurance policies on homeless men and then killing them, were left
alone in a police interrogation room. For
some reason, they didn’t think people in
these rooms are videotaped even while
the cops aren’t there. Their conversation
made it pretty clear they did it, as one accused the other of being “too greedy.”

Julie Engler

I’d build something completely ridiculous and tacky, like a giant, light-up giraffe
or something; whatever would outdo that
sign. That way my sign would be famous
instead.

J ASON J OHNSON ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Carbondale firerfighters Anthony Harris left, and Brad Lam open a fire hydrant near the Communications Building Wednesday morning as part of a routine hydrant
check.
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by Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

By Linda C. Black
by Glenn McCoy

The Duplex

Today’s Birthday — A little competition is good this year to get you
motivated. Show you can do the job
better and for less money and you’ll
win big. It’s hard, but not impossible.
To get the advantage, check the
day’s rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the
most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) — Today
is an 8 — Be gentle with a partner
who’s going through a difficult phase.
Your compassion now is the most valuable gift you can offer.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Today
is a 7 — Even if you work hard, things
won’t turn out exactly as planned.
There’s always that element of surprise
you can’t completely control. It’s especially noticeable now.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) —
Today is a 7 — Go ahead and tell the
ones you love exactly how you feel. If
you’re shy, do it with hugs and special,
delicious treats. Start a sweet family
tradition.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) — Today
is a 6 — You simply can’t do everything
by yourself, nor should you. Ask a friend
to help with your errands. You’d do it for
her, and you have.

THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
ACROSS
1 Big name in book
publishing
6 Minerals scale
10 Cut with an ax
14 Actress Garson
15 Reebok rival
16 At this place
17 Stunt pilot’s
maneuver
19 Deuce follower,
perhaps
20 Wet thoroughly
21 Puzo book, with
“The”
23 IRS payout
26 Dole’s 1996 slatemate
27 Tavern order
28 Courtroom
declaration
29 Actor Estevez
31 “__ Jude “
32 Anti-DUI org.
33 Robertson of CNN
34 Japanese
wrestling
36 Winter weather
38 Classic Jaguar
40 Actress Hedren
43 Vitamin-bottle
data, briefly
45 __ humbug!
47 Straddle
48 One-time link

17

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today
is an 8 — Take a moment from your
busy schedule to update your skills. It’s
quite possible that you’ve been doing
something the hard way.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today
is a 6 — It’s not easy to turn down
a request, especially from someone
you love. It is good, however, to teach
children how to defer gratification. It
makes them stronger.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today is
a 7 — You’re becoming more practical
over the next several weeks. Dreaming
about it won’t be enough. You’ll find
ways to actually be, do and have.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today
is a 7 — Some of the methods you try
will not work. Others just need more
practice to be very useful. Which is
which? Keep plugging away and you’ll
soon know.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) —
Today is an 8 — Friends offer encouragement. Show your appreciation.
Their spiritual and emotional support
gives you a hidden advantage.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) —
Today is a 7 — Don’t worry about your
ability to persuade an older person.
You’ll gain respect by what you do, not
what you say, anyway.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) —
Today is a 7 — Refamiliarize yourself
with the booty you’ve acquired. OK,
some of it’s not quite treasure quality
yet, but it could be some day. Don’t toss
out good stuff.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) —
Today is a 6 — It doesn’t look like
you’ll be able to fit everything into your
schedule. Postpone whatever you can
and save yourself some grief.

(c) 2008, Tribune Media Services Inc. | Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune Information Services.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME

50 Leon lady
52 Bennett of
Random House
53 Bad French
54 Kentucky fort
55 Spanish
neighborhood
57 Makes allowances
for

59 What cons do
60 Quahog, e.g.
61 Jersey add-on
66 Padlock partner
67 Prefix for space
68 Sadat of Egypt
69 Merino mamas
70 9-digit IDs
71 Bacterial infection

6 Slugger McGwire
7 Lacto-__
vegetarian
8 Ancient Jewish
rabbi
9 Seasoned
sausages
10 Casual talk
11 Louella Parsons’
rival
12 Bobolink’s cousin
13 J.C. follower
18 Heavily burdened
22 Gush forth
23 Turning figs.
24 Israel’s airline
25 Roe v. Wade,
notably
26 Fight with feet
30 Shuffle

DOWN
1 Soviet CIA
counterpart
2 Gun lobby
3 “__ the land of the
free...”
4 Won over
5 Refrigerant gas

35 Wrongdoer
37 To-do list stuff
39 Corn serving
41 __-mutuel
42 Skinny, sort of
44 Five Nations tribe
members
46 Convent attire
48 “Cocoon”star
49 Accountant’s
concern
51 Snacks
56 Oscar org.
58 Refs’kin
59 General __
chicken
62 Direction suffix
63 Hughes’airline
64 Tooth topper
65 Monarch’s letters

by Mike Argirion and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

LIWLT
©2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

CHARP
DEECES
www.jumble.com

TEAZOL

Sudoku

Ans: IT

By The Mepham Group
Level: 1

2

3

Yesterday’s

4

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit
1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solution to Thursday’s puzzle

© 2008 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.

4/18/08

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

“

”

(Answers
(Answers Monday)
tomorrow)
BAGGY
GUITAR
UPHELD
Jumbles: MINER
Answer: What the couple got in the lighting store —
A “BRIGHT” IDEA
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MEN’S GOLF

SIU shoots for first title
Luis C. Medina
DAILY EGYPTIAN

With its early-season struggles
a thing of the past, the SIU men’s
golf team is peaking at the right
time.
The Salukis will attempt to
win their first Missouri Valley
Conference Championship at
the Davenport Country Club in
Davenport, Iowa, in a two-day tournament starting Monday. SIU has
finished in fourth place or better in
each of its last four MVC tournaments and hopes to take another
step closer to its first title in the
59-year history of the program.
SIU is projected to finish fifth
in the pre-tournament poll, behind
Wichita State, Illinois State,
Northern Iowa and Missouri State.
The Shockers have won six of the
last 11 tournaments and enter the
tournament as the overwhelming
favorite, receiving eight of nine first
place votes.
Wichita State has two first place
finishes and a second place finish in
the spring season, along with MVC
Player of the Year candidate Ryan
Spears.
The spring season has not been
too kind to the Salukis, who have
posted only two finishes in the top
half of the field of competition.
During the fall season, SIU finished
in the top half in each of its tournaments and finished in second place
at three different tournaments.
Coach Leroy Newton said the
Salukis struggled early because they
were unable to practice outside.
There is a significant difference
between practicing indoors and
practicing at a golf course, he said.
“The kids weren’t satisfied and
I wasn’t satisfied with them, simply
because they hadn’t been out on a
dry day,” Newton said. “Every tour-

Senior
Brandon
Vagner
reacts to
a missed
putt during
practice
Thursday at
Stone Creek
Golf Club
and Resort
in Makanda.
J ASON J OHNSON
D AILY E GYPTIAN

nament we’ve been getting just a
little bit better, which is the idea to
peak right at the last tournament.”
In their most recent tournament, it looked as if the Salukis
were starting to play their best
golf of the spring season. Their
second-place finish at the Fighting
Illini Spring Invite Sunday was
the team’s highest finish since its
second-place finish at the D.A.
Weibring Intercollegiate Oct. 8.
The high finish for SIU was a
statement to the rest of the MVC
schools. Fellow Valley squads
Northern Iowa, Illinois State and
Bradley finished third, sixth and
11th, respectively.
Individually, SIU placed three
golfers in the tournament’s top 20.
Todd Obergoenner and teammate

Blake Driskell shot a total score of
153 to finish tied for seventh place.
Sophomore Jordan Cox shot a final
round 74 to finish in a seven-way
tie for 13th place.
Despite the early season struggles, Obergoenner said the opposition should not take SIU lightly.
“At the beginning of the spring,
we were getting beaten day in and
day out by the other Valley schools
and we realized that’s not what we
wanted,” Obergoenner said. “We
have the ability to sneak up on
some people. We did it at Illinois
and hopefully we can do it at the
(MVC) tournament.”

in the state championship his sophomore
and junior seasons before going all the
way this season to win the Class 3A state
championship.
In a release, coach Chris Lowery said
Hare brings a high-energy style on both
ends of the floor.
“He’s a guy who can slash to the rim,
rebound and defend,” Lowery said. “He’s
a very active player. He’ll attack the rim
on one end, then sprint back and take a
charge on the other.”
Hare joins Kevin Dillard, Torres

Roundtree and Anthony Booker in this
year’s recruiting class. The four incoming
freshmen are some of the most acclaimed
high school players SIU has ever brought
in. Lowery said the fans would cheer for
Hare right away.
“He’s going to be a fan favorite just
based on how hard he plays,” Lowery said.
“He plays with great emotion and the way
our fans expect our really great players
to play.”
The Salukis still have two open scholarships available.

Luis C. Medina can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 238 or lcm1986@siu.edu.

SPORT BRIEF

Marshall standout
Hare signs with SIU
After weeks of speculation, Marshall
senior Ryan Hare signed his letter of intent
with SIU a day after the national signing
day.
The 6-foot-4-inch guard-forward
hybrid averaged 18.1 points per game for
Marshall while adding seven rebounds,
five assists and four steals per contest.
Hare led his team to third-place finishes

DAILY EGYPTIAN
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S ALUKI TRACKER

The Chicago Bulls fired interim head coach Jim Boylan Thursday after the former assistant led the Bulls to a 24-32 record. Who should replace him?

JEFF
ENGELHARDT
jengel
@siu.edu

Jack Owens

“The Bulls are in shambles. Players
don’t want to be there and no one seems
to get along, which is sad because they are
talented. They need a real disciplinarian
to take control. Someone like Scott Skiles
would be … er … nevermind.”

“This team is obviously in it knee-deep.
They should definitely not hire within
but need to find someone already in the MEGAN KRAMPER
league to help the Bulls turn it around.
megkramp
Larry Brown’s name has been thrown
@siu.edu
around and would certainly be a good fit
for Chicago.”

LUIS MEDINA
lcm1986
@siu.edu

TATUM
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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The first session will run from
noon to 2:15 p.m. and is for children ages 13 and under while the
second session is from 3 p.m. to
5:15 p.m. for ages 14 to 18.
Along with current and past
Salukis, Tatum said he has been
trying to use the connections he
made in his brief time on the
Atlanta Hawks practice roster
before the NBA season began,
but those players could have trouble making time for the event.
“I’m working on trying
to get some players from the
(Sacramento) Kings and Hawks
to come to the camp,” Tatum
said. “They have very busy schedules but they enjoy the community events.”
After being dropped from
the Hawks roster, Tatum was
drafted fourth overall by the
Idaho Stampede of the National
Basketball
Developmental
League. An injury ended his season before it started, but Tatum
said he has been working out in
Atlanta and is confident he can
make a roster next season.
The potential of an NBA
future makes this camp more
important for Tatum because he
said while he wants to continue it,
he is unsure if he will have time.

“General Manager John Paxson should
clean up the mess he made and coach this
team. The Bulls would have been a playoff team had he acquired Kobe or Kevin
Garnett. Instead, he sat on his hands and
watched his team go from a contender to
a complete flop.”

Fans wanting to meet Tatum
and the other players can see
them before the event outside the
Recreation Center where there
will be autograph signings and
food for the fans.
When the action is done on
the basketball floor, Tatum will
release his clothing line, One
Couture, at Gatsby’s II in a private event Saturday night.
Marquis Hubbard, a senior
from Rockford studying speech
communication, is one of Tatum’s
business partners and said Tatum’s
motivation to put all these projects together is starting to pay
off.
It isn’t the basketball skills that
impressed Hubbard most about
Tatum though. It was Tatum’s
charity for underprivileged children, he said.
“I wasn’t aware he started a
charity at first,” Hubbard said.
“There aren’t a lot of people who
do that at his age. I think it says
a lot about the type of person
he is.”
The event costs $50 and registration forms can be picked up
at 710 Book Store or Harbaugh’s
Café. It is also possible to sign
up at the Recreation Center
Saturday.
Jeff Engelhardt can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 269 or jengel@siu.edu.

Former
SIU
men’s
basketball assistant coach
Jack Owens was officially
hired by Purdue Thursday
to fill its assistant coaching
vacancy. Boilermakers’ coach
Matt Painter previously
hired Owens in 2003 before
Painter’s only year as the
Salukis’ coach.

Do you have questions for the Saluki
Insider that you want answered?
E-mail: editor@siude.com

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

20

The Salukis have their share of potential big leaguers as well.
Junior catcher Mark Kelly led the
offense with three RBIs while going 2for-4 at the plate in a 5-4 win against the
Redhawks. Kelly is rated by Rivals.com as
the No. 13 catcher in the nation.
He said the win against Southeast
Missouri State was important from a confidence perspective.
“After getting swept by Bradley at our
place it was huge to get the confidence back
because we’re going to face a good team on
the road and we’ve got to get back in the
win column,” Kelly said.
SIU sends junior Cody Adams to the
mound to oppose senior Rob Musgrave.
Musgrave is 4-1 with a 2.55 ERA. He
also has a team-high 51 strikeouts in 53
innings. Adams anchors the Saluki staff
with a 2-2 record and a 3.51 ERA.
Shafer will take his 6-1 record and 3.04
ERA to the mound at 2 p.m. Saturday
against senior pitcher Shawn Joy. Joy is 3-2
with a 3.61 ERA. He also has 23 strikeouts in 52.1 innings of work.
In Sunday’s 1 p.m. series finale, SIU
junior pitcher David Kington will take on
junior Anthony Capra.
Capra is the stingiest of the Wichita
State staff with a 6-0 record and a 1.75
ERA. He has struck out 48 batters while
issuing eight walks. Kington is 1-2 with a
3.79 ERA in seven starts. He has 32 strikeouts in 35.2 innings pitched.
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INSIDER, page 19: Who do you think should
replace the head coach of the Chicago Bulls?
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Tatum
teaches
tricks
of
the
trade
Former Saluki
Former SIU
basketball
player
Jamaal
Tatum
talks with
teammates
Tony Young
and Tony
Boyle during
a break in a
game. Tatum
is holding
his second
annual
basketball
camp at the
Recreation
Center
Saturday.

hosts basketball
camp Saturday
Jeff Engelhardt
DAILY EGYPTIAN

For four years, Jamaal Tatum did
it all for SIU on the court.
Nearly a year after his college
career ended, he is trying to do it all
off the court.
Tatum is returning to Carbondale
to put on his second annual youth
basketball camp at noon Saturday at
the Recreation Center. The camp is
only one project Tatum is undertaking, as he will launch his clothing
line Saturday while he prepares to
start a magazine and continues work
with his charity.
Despite numerous projects in the
works for Tatum, he said basketball
is still his first love and he enjoys
being able to give back to the community in that way.
“It’s just something I really
enjoy doing — being able to reunite
with the community and friends,”
Tatum said. “It gives the kids a
chance to be like the players they
look up to.”

J AKE L OCKARD
D AILY E GYPTIAN

Children will get a chance to
play with present and past Salukis
at the camp. Last season Salukis,
including Wesley Clemmons and
Randal Falker, will attend and past
players such as Stetson Hairston
and Tony Young are expected to be
there. Saluki coaches of past and
present were expected, Tatum said,
but recruiting obligations will pre-

vent them from attending.
Falker was a part of last year’s
camp and found out just how competitive the young Saluki fans could
be as he lost every game of knockout
he played.
“It’s great for somebody to say
they beat you and put you out of the
game,” Falker said after being swept
in the knockout competition. “You

never know what that can do.”
Knockout is just one of the
games participants can expect at
the camp. Tatum said there would
be plenty of drill stations and prizes
for the children. To make the event
more manageable, the camp was
divided into two sessions.
See TATUM, Page 19

BASEBALL

Salukis start nine-game road trip
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Senior shortstop Owen Mackedon collides with Bradley freshman Rob Elliot during a throw to first base at Saturday’s 4-3 home loss
against Bradley. SIU travels to Wichita State for a three game series starting Saturday.

SIU takes on
No. 6 Wichita State
Matt Hartwig
DAILY EGYPTIAN

One weekend series in the Missouri
Valley Conference could shape up to
be a future Major League Baseball
player showcase.
The Salukis (19-15, 3-6 MVC) will

take on the Wichita State Shockers
at 7 p.m. today at Eck Stadium.
Combined, the teams boast some of
the nation’s top pro prospects.
Wichita State (27-6, 7-2) is the
No. 6 team in the nation, according to
the USA Today college baseball poll,
making it the highest-ranked team
SIU has played this season.
SIU coach Dan Callahan said
everyone was in better spirits after ending a four-game losing streak against

Southeast Missouri State 5-4 Tuesday
before heading to what could be the
toughest series of the season.
“It certainly makes the bus ride to
Wichita a whole lot more enjoyable
because it’s the worst trip of the year
as far as time and distance,” Callahan
said. “Whenever you leave the ballpark
in good spirits that’s always a good
thing.”
The Shockers feature the
Rivals.com preseason No. 13 junior

pitcher Aaron Shafer, current No. 2
junior third baseman Conor Gillaspie
as well as the No. 12 senior catcher
Tyler Weber.
Junior outfielder Kenny Williams
Jr., son of Chicago White Sox general
manager Ken Williams, is second to
Gillaspie with a .379 batting average.
Gillaspie leads the Shockers with a
.398 batting average and 40 RBIs.
See BASEBALL, Page 19

15 MINUTES WITH...

Nikki Waters
Megan Kramper
DAILY EGYPTIAN

In just three months in a
Saluki uniform, freshman pitcher
Nikki Waters has made a lasting
impression.
In 133.1 innings pitched,
Waters has managed to compile
a 2.68 ERA, 79 strikeouts and a
12-9 record. Waters recently sat
down with the D E
to talk about her love for the
mound, advice she’s received from
her former pitcher coach and her
chances facing an SIU baseball
player.
D AILY E G YPTIAN : You are
almost done with your first year
of college. Tell us about your
experience.
Nikki Waters: It was good.
There have been ups and downs,
but overall good.
DE: How’s the dorm food?
NW: I don’t eat the dorm
food. (laughs) So I wouldn’t really
know.
DE: How old were you when
you first started pitching?
NW: 11.
DE: Who was your biggest
influence to get on the mound?
NW: My dad and Beth
Randolph, my pitching instructor.
DE: Let’s say we put you up
against SIU baseball’s best hitter
Bret Maugeri, who bats a .359.
Can you strike him out?
NW: I’m not going to say I
can, but I can try.
DE: Your coach, Kerri
Blaylock, is a former standout
pitcher at Evansville. What is the
best piece of advice she has given
to you?
NW: To stay focused and hit
the spots.
DE: Let’s say you are forced to
face your fellow teamma
te
freshman Danielle Glosson. Who
wins the pitching duel?
NW: I don’t know. You never
know (with us).
DE: What’s one thing you
can’t live without?
NW: Pitching. (laughs)
DE: I’m going to list a few of
your teammates and just give me
the first word that comes to mind.
Chelsea Petty.
NW: Her finger. (laughs)
Actually, she’s pretty funny.
DE: Katie Wagner.
NW: Tomboy.
DE: Katie Wilson.
NW: Funny and always playful.
DE: Chelsea Held.
NW: Dark. (laughs)
DE: Do you have any weird
pre-game rituals?
NW: No, not really. The only
ritual I have is when I’m pitching,
I have to turn a certain way in the
back of the mound as I come back
up to it.
DE: If you could have one
super power, what would it be?
NW: To be perfect.
DE: What’s your most embarrassing moment?
NW: (Laughs) There’s a lot
of them. I’m not really sure but
(in high school) I fell in the grass
walking to my car.
Megan Kramper can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 256 or
megkramp@siu.edu.

